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SECTION I: READING COMPREHENSION (4 marks)

In the vibrant landscape of visual arts and design, Advanced Vocational Studies
offer a streamlined, career-focused education. Yet, as these programs gain
traction, they ignite controversy, particularly when weighed against the broad,
exploratory nature of traditional university degrees. Alex, a talented high school
graduate with a fervent passion for digital arts, enrolls in a renowned technical
school in Murcia known for its cutting-edge facilities and deep industry
connections. This two-year program promises a rapid transition into the creative
industry, equipped with a robust portfolio and technical prowess in tools like
Adobe Photoshop and After Effects. However, Alex's choice is not without
detractors. Critics argue that such specialized training might constrain students'
exposure to the broader historical and theoretical aspects of art. They contend
that this could stifle the depth of creative potential and critical thinking nurtured
in a more academically diverse university environment. Furthermore, sceptics
raise concerns about the long-term viability of such focused skills, suggesting
they may become obsolete as technology and market demands evolve. Despite
these criticisms, data tells a compelling story of success. Employment trends in
the creative sector reveal that about 78% of vocational graduates secure jobs in
their field within six months post-graduation— a notable comparison to the 65%
employment rate of their university-educated counterparts. Additionally, the
strong industry ties of vocational programs often lead to direct job placements.
This ongoing debate underscores a critical question: Should education in visual

arts and design prioritize immediate professional readiness, or should it aim to
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cultivate a lifelong journey of artistic exploration and intellectual growth? As the
discussion unfolds, prospective students like Alex must navigate these complex

choices, shaping his education to best fit his ambitions and dreams.

1. Read the text and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 1 - 4.

[Score: 4 items x 0.25 marks = 1 mark]

1. What do Advanced Vocational Studies in visual arts and design offer?
A) They provide a variety of general education.
B) They give a focused education for quick career entry.

C) They emphasize theoretical knowledge over practical skills.

2. What is a main criticism of vocational training?
A) It does not help students get jobs quickly.
B) It may limit exposure to other aspects of art.

C) It doesn't include technical skills.

3. What do employment trends show about vocational graduates?
A) They have more job opportunities than university graduates.
B) They struggle to get jobs in their field.

C) They rely on freelance opportunities.

4. What important question does the text raise about education in visual arts
and design?

A) Should it focus on both theory and practice?

B) Should it emphasize immediate readiness or lifelong growth?

C) Should it focus on creative potential? Let me know if you need more help or

any further adjustments.



2. Fill in the blanks with the correct words or phrases from the

multiple-choice options provided: [Score: 4 items x 0.25 marks = 1 mark]

1. Advanced Vocational Studies in visual arts and design provide a
education, preparing students for a career in the creative industry.

A) broad

B) focused

C) theoretical

2. Critics claim vocational training could limit students' exposure to
aspects of art.

A) technical

B) broader

C) practical

3. Employment trends show that vocational graduates have
opportunities than university graduates.

A) more

B) fewer

C) similar

job

4. The text raises the question: Should education prioritize immediate career

readiness or ?
A) lifelong exploration
B) technical proficiency

C) practical training



3. Read the text and decide whether statements 1.1 to 1.4 are true (T) or

false (F). [Score: 4 items x 0.25 marks = 1 mark]

3.1 Vocational education in the creative sector offers a rapid pathway
to employment.

3.2 Critics suggest that specialized training in vocational schools
enhances students' understanding of diverse artistic concepts.

3.3 The data indicates that vocational graduates have a higher
likelihood of securing jobs in their field compared to
university-educated counterparts.

3.4 Critics argue that training in vocational programs promotes a

comprehensive understanding of art history and theory

4. Find in the text the following [Score: 4 items x 0.25 = 1 mark]

ONE SYNONYM FOR “strong” (adjective)
and FOR “achievement” (noun).
ONE WORD MEANING FOR “a prolonged public dispute or debate, often

involving differing opinions or conflicting viewpoints on a particular topic.”

and FOR “relating to a particular field of knowledge or specialization, often

involving specialized skills or expertise, especially in science, engineering, or

technology.”

SECTION II: OVERALL LANGUAGE ABILITY

(USE OF ENGLISH) (3 marks)

5. Complete the text choosing the best option (A, B, or C) for each gap
(1-10). [Score: 10 items x 0.1 = 1 mark]

The ability to make a work (1) .................... art is one of the most creative

things anyone (2) .......ccooeiiiiiini, do. It doesn't matter, whether it is a




painter creating a landscape painting, (3) ......ccooviiiiiiiiiiinnnn. a sculptor
carving a marble statue, as all artists share the same passion to capture a
moment in (4)....cocooiiiiii life that has inspired them. (5)
........................ artist needs to start somewhere. The moment may be (6)
.................................. home with their first painting set, or in their first art
class, but when it comes it will never leave them. However, (7)
....................................... is unique for every artist is the journey that drives
(8) e to complete their creation. There are some
artists who just (9) ... their art at home, whereas
others try to earn a living from it. You can take a visit to the local galleries to
purchase one. If you are fortunate, you may find yourself (10) .......................

bargain. And who knows this artist may be the next Picasso or Van Gogh?

1 of in at on

2 need have can have
3 or as but and

4 those their there this

5 every few numbers several
6 at from on in

7 where why when what
8 them there their it

9 give take get keep
10 the a one an

6. Arrange these sentences to describe ALEX future steps to enroll the
MSA. Then, write a short paragraph using 3 connectors to join sentences:

[Score: 7 items x 0.17 = 1 mark]

Alex discovers the Murcia School of Arts, renowned for its industry

connections.

Alex researches various schools offering digital arts programs.

Alex graduates, ready to enter the creative industry.

Alex applies to the program and is accepted.




7. Complete the following sentences so that each sentence keeps the
meaning of the sentence printed before it and includes a clear change of
linguistic structure. COPY THE COMPLETE SENTENCES (including the
beginnings already given to you). [Score: 5 items x 0.2 marks =1 mark]
7.1. The company director said, “It's not true, we won'’t sell the business!” He
said that business.
(WOULD)

7.2. | didn’t say hello because see you. If | ,
hello. (SEEN - SAID)

7.3. I'm sure you’ve seen her because she was standing right in front of you.

You her,
surely, (HAVE)

7.4. Travelling by train is not as fast travelling plane but it less expensive.

Travelling by plane is and by train.

(THAN)

7.5. All the hotel staff are treating us really well. We
all staff.

(BEING)

SECTION Ill: WRITING (3 marks)

8. Choose ONE of the two options below and write the corresponding text
(150-175 words) on this page. [Score: 1 item = 3 marks]

A) Opinion writing: "Should art education be mandatory in schools? WRITE
AN OPINION PARAGRAPH/TEXT. Choose a stance and provide convincing
arguments to support it. Consider the value of art education in fostering
creativity, critical thinking, and cultural appreciation among students."

B) Email writing: "You recently attended a design workshop where you learned
new techniques for [select the course you want to take at the MSA]. WRITE AN
EMAIL to a friend who missed the workshop, sharing your experience and the

most valuable lessons you gained. Include details about the workshop content,



any challenges you faced, and how the new skills will benefit your future

projects in visual arts and design."




